
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 SES ASTRA TECHCOM AND HITEC LUXEMBOURG  
SUCCESSFULLY HAND OVER GALILEO PROJECT 

Luxembourg Companies delivered transmit antenna system  
for the in-orbit testing of the GALILEO satellites in Redu/ Belgium 

 
Redu (Belgium) / Luxembourg, 11th of May 2010 – SES ASTRA TechCom, a subsidiary of 
SES ASTRA, and the engineering and technology provider HITEC Luxembourg announced 
today that they have successfully tested and handed over an antenna system for the 
European GALILEO satellite navigation program. The consortium provided a full motion 
antenna system with the related transmission equipment for the In-Orbit Testing (IOT) of 
GALILEO satellites. The antenna is situated at the Redu space station in Belgium which is 
owned by the ESA and operated by Redu Space Services, an SES ASTRA TechCom 
subsidiary. 
 
The delivery of the antenna follows another contract for two large telemetry, tracking and 
control (TT&C) antenna systems, also for GALILEO. The first antenna has been mounted in 
Kiruna (Sweden) last year; the second antenna is currently being tested in Kourou (French 
Guiana).  
 
The antenna system included different work packages for each member of the Luxembourg 
consortium, ranging from design, engineering, manufacturing, installation and 
commissioning to the management of the programme.  
 
The project was awarded following a Request for Proposal and is an integral part of the 
GALILEO in orbit testing and validation infrastructure that is managed by an international 
industry cluster lead by DLR and INMARSAT. The successful hand over of the antenna 
system which is the first of a series that has passed site acceptance demonstrates the ability 
of the Luxembourgish consortium to deliver high quality and complex technologies to ESA.  
 
The subscription of the Grand Duchy of Luxembourg to the GALILEO program offers 
attractive opportunities to Luxembourg–based companies active in the space sector. The 
hand over of the antenna system in Redu is another acknowledgement by the European 
space industry of the know-how available by the Luxembourg space sector emerging since 
the adhesion of the Grand Duchy to European Space Agency (ESA) in 2005. 
 
For further information please contact:  
 
Markus Payer Yves Elsen 
SES ASTRA HITEC Luxembourg 
+ 352 710 725 500 +352 49 84 78 
markus.payer@ses-astra.com yves.elsen@hitec-luxembourg.com 
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About SES ASTRA                     www.ses-astra.com 

SES ASTRA is the leading Direct-to-Home (DTH) satellite system in Europe. The satellite fleet currently 
comprises 15 satellites. The ASTRA satellite system delivers services to more than 125 million DTH and cable 
households and transmits more than 2,500 analogue and digital television and radio channels. SES ASTRA also 
provides satellite-based multimedia, internet and telecommunication services to enterprises, governments and 
their agencies. With more than 120 High Definition (HD) channels on its main orbital positions, ASTRA 
represents the most important HDTV platform for Europe's leading broadcasters. The prime orbital positions for 
ASTRA are 19.2° East, 28.2° East, 23.5° East, 5° East and 31.5° East. 

About SES 

SES (Euronext Paris and Luxembourg Stock Exchange: SESG) wholly owns the market-leading satellite 
operators SES ASTRA and SES WORLD SKIES, and participations in Ciel in Canada, QuetzSat in Mexico as 
well as a strategic participation in satellite infrastructure start-up O3b Networks. SES provides outstanding 
satellite communications solutions via a global fleet of 41 satellites in 26 orbital locations. For further information: 
www.ses.com 

 

About HITEC Luxembourg S.A.                                 www.hitec.lu 

HITEC Luxembourg S.A., a 100% owned Luxembourg company, was incepted in 1986 and has developed its 
business activities in the field of innovative and quality products and services. The company is ISO 9001:2000 
certified for engineering, analyses, consulting, manufacturing and sales of systems in mechanics, electronics, 
physical measuring techniques, microprocessors and data processing. HITEC Luxembourg offers high 
technology solutions covering different business areas: satellite ground segment technology; customer specific 
and standard equipment for testing and measuring of physical properties; engineering; consulting; software & ICT 
development and project management. HITEC Luxembourg S.A. serves private and public sector customers at a 
national and international level. Its business objectives, as a specialized high technology provider are to achieve 
a strong sustainable market position; to expand its activities at an international level as well as to promote the 
Luxembourg site through the realization of innovative high quality value-added products and services. 
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